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I. Ancient Greek and Chinese philosophers considered reverence (as defined below) as one of the cardinal virtues on which the survival of society depended.

II. They defined reverence as the “well developed capacity to have … feelings of awe, respect, and shame when those are the right feelings to have.” Paul Woodruff, Reverence: Renewing a Forgotten Virtue 8 (Oxford Press 2003).

A. Critical to that capacity is “the sense that there is something larger than a human being.”  Woodruff, at 63

B. Reverence so defined is a virtue in the classic sense.

i. Virtues like reverence are best cultivated in communities, especially close-knit communities.
ii. Virtues are often perpetuated through rituals and ceremonies. Without reverence, rituals and ceremonies become empty formalisms that are soon abandoned.
iii. Reverence does not require a belief in God.  But it does require a belief in something transcendent, something more powerful than human beings, something beyond human capacity to control, something that reminds humans that they have limitations.

a. Nature could fit that description.
b. Classic ideals, like truth or unity could fit that description.
III. Lincoln considered the cultivation of reverence for law as the best way to ensure that democratic institutions survive in turbulent times.




“Let reverence for the laws, be breathed by every American mother, to the lisping babe, that prattles on her lap--let it be taught in schools, in seminaries, and in colleges; let it be written in Primers, spelling books, and in Almanacs;--let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and enforced in courts of justice. And, in short, let it become the political religion of the nation; and let the old and the young, the rich and the poor, the grave and the [happy], of all sexes and tongues, and colors and conditions, sacrifice unceasingly upon its altars.”  Address before the Young Men’s Lyceum of Springfield, Illinois, January 27 1838.  http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/lyceum.htm.

IV. Lack of civility and professionalism among lawyers may reflect a lack of reverence – a deficiency in the capacity to feel awe, respect and shame in appropriate circumstances.
A. Given the conclusions of the ancient Greeks and Chinese, as well as Lincoln’s observation, this lack of reverence among lawyers should be a concern for all of society, not just the bar.

B. Efforts to increase the level of civility and professionalism among lawyers should focus not just on providing information about what civility and professionalism entails, but also on the cultivation of the virtue of reverence.

V. Individual lawyers and groups of lawyers can help cultivate reverence for the law.

A. They can do so by fostering appropriate respect for all those involved in the legal process, including those on the opposing side.

B. They can do so by promoting better understanding of the rituals and trappings that surround the legal process.

i. One example is Chief Justice Roberts’ expression at the announcement of his nomination.  “Before I became a judge, my law practice consisted largely of arguing cases before the Court. That experience left me with a profound appreciation for the role of the Court in our constitutional democracy and a deep regard for the Court as an institution. I always got a lump in my throat whenever I walked up those marble steps to argue a case before the Court, and I don't think it was just from the nerves.” President Announces Judge John Roberts as Supreme Court Nominee, http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2005/07/20050719-7.html
ii. Another example is the tradition described by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. “There is one custom we have on the Court that was a pleasant surprise to me and that I treasure. Each day when there is oral argument, just before we go out on the bench, and each day before we confer, every Justice shakes the hand of every other Justice. To an outsider [and I might add to one without reverence], this may seem baroque and unnecessary, but . . . [w]e see and interact with one another often, and we all know we will continue to do so for the rest of our professional lives. It is important that we get along together so we can go along together.”  Sandra Day O'Connor, Majesty of the Law: Reflections of a Supreme Court Justice, 3 (Random House Inc. 2003). 
